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The  Boundary  between  the  British  and  the  Russian  Empires 
.  on  the  North- West  Coast  of  America. 

MEMOIR  3Y  THE  ST.  PANCRAS  FOllEIGN  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE. 

{Frcm  the  " Diplotmtio  Review"  {Free  Fre>i)for  March,  1859.) 


Tni  year  jiut  closed  hu  witnessed  the  erection  of  a  British  colony 
on  the  confines  of  Russia.  Such  a  proximity  might  hnro  been  ex- 
pected to  swskeu  curiosity,  if  not  vigilanco,  and  tu  excite  intercHt  if 
not  alarm.  It  has  scarcely  called  forth  a  remark  either  in  Parliament 
or  the  Fress.  A  glance  at  the  map  shows,  however,  that  in  this 
carelessness  Kussia  hab  not  participated,  but  that  she  has  spent  as 
much  caro  and  thought  on  the  Nortli-West  Coast  of  America  as 
upon  any  of  those  portions  of  the  earth  where  she  has  strucgled  for 
dominion  or  for  existence.  That  glaueo  will  show  the  seaboard  in 
the  possession  of  Kussia,  and  maritime  England  shut  into  tho  interior, 
and  this  by  a  cession,  not  of  the  interior  to  England,  but  of  the  coast 
to  Uussia.  This  coast,  extending  for  three  hundred  miles,  Ittissiu, 
having  B(.'curc4,  does  not  occupy.  The  names  untho  map  are  familiar 
and  significant — Cross  Sound,  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  Mount  I'air- 
weather,  and  Admiralty  Bay. 

In  18:22,  a  ukase  was  issued  from  8t.  Petersburg,  declaring  the 
North  Pacific  a  close  sea,  and  forbidding  any  foreign  vessel  to  np' 
proach  within  ono  hundred  miles  of  the  coaft.  The  ground  taken 
was  Kiissia's  possession  of  the  coasta,  cm  tho  American  side  down  to 
Sl°  north  latitude,  and  on  the  Asiatic  to  1!)".  This  demand  created 
in  the  United  States  alarm  and  iudignutiou.  The  Oovi'inment  would 
have  given  way,  but  tho  people  would  not.  and  the  project  was  Set 
aside  by  the  traders  to  that  cousf  putting  guns  uu  board  their 
TtHeli. 

On  tlia  17th  of  April,  lS2t,  a  Treaty  was  concluded  between  Russia 
nnd  the  United  States : — 

An.  I,  ilcchiriHl  llin  rncillc  Ocean  o|i('n. 

An.  II.  fcirlwde  (illiir  party  Id  n--"t\  I's  any  isliibllslimciit  (if  Ihr  oilier, 
witiuint  till-  |lt'rnlis^i^ln  (iftin-  liovrrnur  ur  Cnninianilor. 

.\rt.  III.  f(iiti:Hlt'  llir  AmcriciUi-s  tu  iti.iki*  Mltinncnt.s  north,  or  tiic  Un.^^ians 
south  of  54°  W. 

On  tlie2sthof  IVbriiary,  1H2."),  ii  similar  Treaty  was  made  between 
Russia  and  Oreat  liritaiu  :— 

Art.  I.  and  11.  wcri'  llu'  aarac  \a  in  tlir  .Vnu'ricau  Treaty. 

Art, ''  HI.  'I'lu:  lino  uf  demarcation  iK'twnn  llu'  poi-scHsions  of  ilu-  hi^li  ton- 
traetiii);  parties,  upon  tlir  cozwt  ofllic  eonliuent,  and  llie  islands  of  America  to 
Ihe  uorlli-we'-l.  shall  lie  dniwn  in  the  iimniier  fullowin^  ;  — 

"  ('uninieneinj;  from  Ilie  HOUtliiTniiifiHt  point  of  the  i^laml  called  I'rinee 
of  Wales  l9laiul.  wliieli  [loint  lies  in  the  parullet  of  .'it  to'  uorlli  lalitnde,  ami 
lietwern  IJll '  »!iil  133'  west  loniritiule  (mcriiliaii  of  (Ireenwielii,  the  saiii  line- 
shall  aseeud  to  the  north,  idoiiK  tliu  etmiiiiel  called  Port  land  ('lianm>l,  as  far  as 
the  point  of  the  continent  where  it  strikes  fiii'  north  latiluile  ;  from  the  last. 
mentioiii'sl  point,  the  tine  of  drniarcation  shall  follou'  the  Miiniiiit  of  tlie  nioiui- 
taiiis  situated  parallel  to  the  eixist,  as  far  as  tlie  point  of  inte.seetion  of 
111'  west  loiiKitiide  (of  the  same  ineriiliani:  and,  llnally,  from  the  siud  |Kiint 
of  intersection,  the  said  meridian  line  of  I  M  ,  in  its  proluntfat ion  as  far  as  ttu 
Knir.cii  Ocean,  shall  form  the  hinil  In'tween  the  itiu'sian  and  llntish  possessions 
on  Ihe  euiilincnl  of  America  tu  the  northwest." 

Art.  "  I.X.  With  rsfrreuce  to  the  line  of  deinaroalion  laiJ  down  in  the  pre- 
ceding article,  it  is  understood  :— 

"  1st,  That  the  island  called  Hrinec  of  Wides  Island  shall  bcloni;  wholly 
tn  Rusiia. 

"  :2ndly.  Tlist  wherever  the  sumniit  of  the  niouiitains  \thieli  extend  in  a 
direction  paraUei  to  the  coast,  fn^in  .'iti  north  latttiidi>  to  the  p  iitil  of  inter- 
section of  J  W"  west  longitude,  shall  prove  to  Ik;  at  the  dislaui't'  ot  more  than 
ten  marine  leapues  from  the  ocean,  the  limit  betweeu  Ihe  British  possessions 
and  the  line  of  (Mast  which  is  to  helont;  to  Hnssia.  as  ahove  mentioned,  shah  he 
formed  hy  a  hue  parallel  to  Ihe  windiiiLrs  of  llie  coast,  and  which  shall  nevif 
ficffil  th(^  di.slanee  of  ten  marine  leagues  ihcrefrom  '* 

Art.  V.  prolkihits  cither  parly  from  making  seltlenieiits  within  the  liouiiilarics 
of  the  other. 

This  treaty  was  negotiated  by  Sir  Stratfobi)  Tanxiso,  now  Lord 
STKATKOiin  UE  RKUCl.rKrK.  lie  was  first  sent  to  tho  United  States 
111  1821),  nnd  was  appointed  plenipotentiary  in  London  in  Novei.iber, 
1H2H,  lor  negotiating  with  the  United  States  concerning  nil  the 
((uestions  in  dispute  iM'tween  tho  two  countries,  including  that  of 
the  North-West  Boundary.  That  Treaty,  however,  was  not  ratified. 
In  April,  1S24,  the  .\iuerican  treaty  with  Russia  was  signed,  and  in 
November  of  tho  same  year  he  was  sent  to  St,  I'etershurg,  when  he 
signed  the  treaty  above  quoted  from,  on  the  28tli  of  h'ldtruary,  IS25. 

Thus,  Russia  claiim^d  a  sen  whose  coast  was  not  hers,  and  obtained 
the  coast  as  tho  price  of  tho  surrender  of  the  claim.     Sho  w  as  (>i|iinlly 

fiuwerh^ss  to  ublain  cither  demand  by  arms.  Ity  this  encroachment, 
lowever,  she  gi'ined  inueli  more  than  a  position  on  the  const  of 
Amerieu.  The  possession  of  New  Archangel,  in  Sitka,  is  one  of 
great  importance  when  taken  in  relation  with  her  aciiuiaition  of  tin 
AniMor  and  her  eucroaclimonts  in  the  uorthernmosl  oi  tlie  islands  of 
.lapan,  but  a  more  immediate  gain  was  the  (|uarrel  between  Enghinii 
and  tho  United  States  conseijiient  on  the  treaties  with  these  powers 
lluBsia  bad  positively  recognised  England's  claim  to  the  territory 
unitli  of  .'51"  40',  but  she  had  coiiBtructivcly  recognised  that  territory 


as  belonging  to  tho  United  States.  Such  a  luggeation  was  quite  suffi- 
cient to  give  to  their  lust  of  territory  a  definite  aim,  anil  when  the 
treaty  was  on  foot  for  the  settlement  of  tho  boundary  between  tho 
Pacific  territories  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  tue  cry  of 
tho  latter  w.ia  not  for  treaty  rights,  or  even  for  maritime  or  territorial 
advantages,  but  "  54°  40'  or  fight,"  thut  is  to  soy,  the  limits  sug- 
gested by  Russia.  Tho  treaty  of  184(1,  liowevor,  gave  to  Great 
Britain  all  to  the  nc-th  of  40°,  and  Vancouver's  Island  besides. 

Had  the  American  claim  been  carried  out,  England  would  havo 
possessed  hut  one  opening  to  the  Pacific,  namely,  Simpson's  River. 
A  Russian  fort  would  havo  goarded  the  entrance  on  the  north, 
while  an  Ainericau  one  thrcateneil  it  on  the  south. 

Tho  strip  of  coast  in  the  possession  of  Russia  is,  however,  for  tho 
most  part  actually  in  British  occupation.  Tho  whole  of  the  British 
territory  in  that  quarter,  up  to  tho  time  of  tho  establishment  of 
British  Culiimhia,  was  under  the  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  in  I8;i9  they  took  a  lease  from  tho  Russian  Fur  Com- 
pany of  the  Russian  coast  as  high  up  as  Crods  Sound,  in  latitude  6S°. 
Sir  Oeoiiuf.  Siui'soN,  the  Governor  of  Hudson's  Bay,  says*: — 

"The  British  territory  runs.alonn  inland  from  the  vpnst  about  thirty  miles ; 
the  Uuiisiaii  territory  riius  along  the  coast ;  wc  havo  the  right  of  navigation 
lliroiiph'the  rivers  to  the  heart  of  the  interior  country.  A  inisiuidcrstunding 
existed  upon  lliat  point  in  Ihe  llrst  instance;  wc  were  ahout  to  establish  a 
[lost  u|Hm  one  of  ilic  rivers,  which  led  to  very  scions  diflleiiltics  between  the 
Unssian  Amcrieiui  Company  and  ourselves  •  wc  had  u  long  correspondence, 
and,  lo  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  tlie,«e  (lifficulties,  it  was  agreed  that  we 
should  lease  this  margin  of  co:'jj|,  and  pay  tlietn  n  rent." 

Ho  adds  that  they  have  the  whole  care  of  this  territory,  in  which 
there  arc  no  Russian  officers. 

In  ls54,  England  was  at  war  with  H'.issia.  It  might  have  been 
expected  that  tlie  oceasiuu  would  have  been  seized  to  recover  the 
territory  we  had  so  unaccountably  lost.  But  this  was  not  done: 
(111  the  coiitniry,  an  arningeniciit  was  made  to  protect  Russia.  Sir 
(iKdiiiii:  Sixipsi-.-,  in  his  eviihnee  before  tho  House  of  Commons, 
say.H : — 

"Q.  l":i"<.  -Mr,  l,*Hin(;ni:KE  ;  During  the  Kite  war  which  existed  helwccn 
Kussia  and  Knglmiil,  I  liclicve  that  some  arraugeineut  wius  made  hctwccn  you 
and  the  l(u.<siaiis,  hy  which  you  agreed  not  lo  nuilest  one  another  V 

"  Yes.  ^ueh  an  arrangeuient  was  made. 

"  n.'l'.i.  liy  the  two  Cinnpanius 'f— Vcs ;  and  tiovcrumcnt  coiUirined  tho 
arrangement. 

"  1710.  Vim  agreed  llmt  on  neither  side  should  there  be  any  molestation  or 
inlcrfirence  «itli  the  trade  i;f  the  different  parties  ?— Yes. 

•'  17  H.  Anil  I  hclieve  that  was  sirictiv  observed  durhig  the  whole  war'r — 
Yes. 

"  1712.  -Mr.  liKi.1. ;  YVhieh  (lovernmeiil  (.■onllriiied  the  amuigcnicnt:  the 
Uiissi.in  or  the  Knglish,  or  holh  'i     lioth  liovernmcnts." 

The  eeiiiiexioii  between  the  Unasian  Fur  Coiupaiiy  nnd  tho  Hud- 
son's Hay  ('oiiip:iiiy,  that  is  to  say.  between  tho  Russian  and  tho 
Knglish  lioveriinieiits,  is  now  avowed  to  have  subsisted  in  time  of 
war.  aud  one  of  the  Ministry  appointed  to  carry  on  that  war  with 
vigour  Mii*e»  an  opportunity  of  bringing  that  fact  prominently  before 
a  Parlinmcutarv  Committee.  The  iniaehiel  does  not,  however,  enil 
even  here.  AiJcordiiig  to  Sir  Uedbor  Simpson,  it  appears  that  in 
making  out  Uic  lease  of  Kussian  territory,  a  very  important  position 
Oi.  tlm  British  side  of  the  boundary  has  been  recognised  as  Russian. 

His  description  of  the  territory  i'lcluded  in  tho  lease  is  thus 
brought  out,  luid  again  by  Mr.  Lahol'chehk  : — 

"  lOili.  ilfsides  your  own  territorv ,  1  lliiiik  you  administer  a  |)ortiou  of  the 
territory  irkich  liel'i'mjn  tn  Runiiu,  under  some  arrangement  with  the  Russian 
coiiipanv'r — 'I'licrc  isnmargin  of  coa.sl  marked  yellow  intheiiiap,  from  54*'  W 
up  lo  I'ross  Sound,  which  wc  have  rented  from  the  Hussiau  American  Com- 
pany for  a  term  of  years. 

■•'  lOiJ?.  Is  that  the  \»hulc  of  that  strip?— The  strip  goes  on  to  Mount  St. 

Kb.'*-''-  1      .      ■ 

"  10-.'^.  Where  does  it  iH'gin';' — Arar  t'urt  Simiauii,  ni  latitude  5 1  ;  it  goes 
up  to  Moniii  Si.  Klias.  which  is  funher  north. 

'  Uti'.l.  Is  ii  ihe  whole  of  thai  strip  which  is  iueliided  betweeu  the  British 
territory  nnd  Ihe  sear — \Vi'  have  ouly  rented  the  part  between  I'orl  Simpson 
and  t'ross  Sound." 

We  look  at  tho  map,  nnd  wo  find  that  Kort  Simpson  nnd  all  the 
hind  near  it  is  Britisii,  according  to  tho  Treaty  ot  St.  Petersburg. 
Between  it  nnd  the  Russian  territory  rolls  an  arm  of  the  sea,  called 
l)i,\oii'B  Kiitraiiee,  terminating  in  Portland  Channel,  in  latitude  50°. 
If  Sir  GKOKiii;  Simi'son  meant  to  describe  the  territory  on  the 
Kussian  hide  of  the  water,  it  is  ineoneeivahle  that  he  should  havo  de- 
scribed it  as  being  near  n  fort  on  tho  other  side.  If  tho  Kmperor  of 
the  Fkk.M'H  were  to  concede  the  line  of  railway  from  Calais  to  Paris 

•  i:vlJo  CO  btfure  a  SeU'ct  Coramllteo  of  the  Uousu  ef  Commons,  1857,  l^.  lOJl, 


87284 


G 


,r., 


to    tlio  Soiitli-Eastcru  Company,  thov  would  acnrct'ly  dt'icribo  tbe 
conci'usioii  n8  oommenciiiK  in  tlie  npinfibourliofid  of  Dover. 

A  i'orri's|uindeiico  ia  subjoined  on  thin  subject  between  tbo  Com- 
ttoonnd  llio Colonial  Olliie.and  nnotliiTwitli  SirOEonoE  h'lMi'SON. 


tlic  Bnbji'et,  and  does 
dinouation  nbivh  bad 


initto 

The  lornuT  declines  Riving  any  inriirnmtion 
■o  (m  tbe  )»roundB  ol'refuBinR  to  enter  into 
not  been  proposed.  Sir  Oeoriik  Simi'Son  gives  iin  esplnnntion 
wbicJi  is  an  admission.  Tliis  Cum.iiittee  sent  to  bini  tbu  deseription 
of  thii  boundary,  copied  from  tbo  'I'rentv,  In  bis  reply  bo  describes 
tbo  Knxiiinn  boundary  ns  an  iiniii^inar)'  line,  dmwn,  not  »t  54°,  bnt 
at  M'^  40'.  Tiie  Hiisnian  territory,  oi;  tbe  contrary,  wbero  it  nhut.< 
upon  tbe  ICngliab,  is  always  noitb  of  .50^  A  refurencw  to  tbe  fourtli 
arliilc  of  tbo  treaty  sliows  tliat  the  boundary  is  never  nn  imnRinory 
or  n  geoceiitric  line,  but  is  one  drawn  in  a  certain  relation  citbor  to 
tbo  indentation  of  the  const  or  to  the  position  of  tbo  mountains. 

!jir  (icdiKiK  MiUFSdN  has  substituted  for  tbe  boundary  defined  by 
tbe  Treaty  h  itii  Kngland  that  eonstructively  recojjnised  bv  t'lo  'I'reaty 
■with  I  be  United  Slates,  and,  for  an  offieiiil  document,  tbo  Ainerienn 
description  of  it.  lie  pei'i^ists  in  his  error,  even  when  it  is  pointed 
out,  and  bopes  it  will  do  no  barm,  because  "the  bound.ary  is  detiited 
"  by  treaty,  and  bus  never  been  called  in  nuestion." 

Tlie  iii>rtbern  bouudory  orii;iiinlly  proposed  for  tbe  Colony 
of  Hritisb  t'i)luinbia  wom  'iS '  north  latitude.  'I'bis  would  have 
deprived  tbe  colony  of  tbe  navifjation  o!' Simpson's  Hiver,  and  would 
thus  have  eonetaleil  for  some  years  any  arroneemeiils  respecting  tbo 
territory  at  it3  month,  near  I'ort  Simpson.  Simpson's  Kiver  has  been 
made  tbe  actual  boundarv',  and  it  i.i  to  be  hoped  that,  as  thearticb' 
fstablisliinj,'  British  Columbia  includes  the  country  near  Fort  Simp- 
sou,  there  can  bo  no  dispute  ivbout  tbo  boniularies  of  that  (^olony. 
Tbe  strip  i)f  land,  however,  between  Simpson's  Uiver  and  Portland 
Channel,  tlum<;b  clearly  Uritisb  by  tbe  treaty,  is  iiol  included  within 
tbe  bounilarics  of  tbe  Coiony,  and  it  included  in  tbe  strip  described 
by  Sir  (iKoiioi;  SisirsoN  as  rented  by  tbe  Hudson's  Hay  Company 
from  liussia.  When,  tberel'ore,  it  is  recoUcetcd  what  Kuasia  lias 
already  ebtaiucd  on  this  coast  by  a  claim  void  of  any  foundation,  it 
is  impossible  to  ignore  tbe  danger  that  may  arise  from  a  claim  that 
bos  already  met  with  u  recognition  however  uufornial  .md  unautho- 
riscd.  It  Bcems,  tberelore,  to  be  desirable  that  a  statement  of  the 
ease  .'■luMild  be  made  at  the  Mpening  of  tbe  next  se9^i(lll,  in  tlie  furiu 
of  a  petition  to  Parliament,  to  appoint  u  select  eommitlee  to  iiupiire 
into  this  ease,  and  to  obtain  tbe  production  of  tbe  papers  resiiei  ing 
the  iie^'uiiaiiun  of  the  Treaty  of  1n2o,  and  respecting  any  negotia- 
tions between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  tbo  Uussian 
American  I'lu*  Company,  and  between  tbo  Kuglisb  and  tbo  iiussian 
(ioserunients. 

CORKESl'ONDENCK 

WIT«  Tr£  UOVEKNOU  OF  UIUSON's  BAY. 
.Nu.  1. 

Sir, — In  t)ic  evidence  yiveu  by  vou  before  a  Cuiuiitittce  4it' the  Ibiu!>e  ot' 
ConiijU'ii!.,  Ill  iuiswer  to  ({uotiutl  V^'i*^,  vim  ^1:lte  that  tlic  llmlsoii's  Hay  C^-ni- 

iiany  lifive  ff)r  j(,nie  time  iiaiti  rent  to  Kussi.'i  for  territory  comiiu'iiciiiir  near 
•'ori  Sinii»^eii,  in  liitilude  .'it^. 

ill  liie  Huimdary  Treaty  of  Is-.'.'),  hetwcpii  Kiissin  anil  KnirLviii,  the  bounilnry 
is  (t(  lined  as  follows: — "  Comttieaeini:  trim  Ilio  soutbcrmno't  poim  of  tin. 
land  itobd  Trinee  nt*  AVale:,  island,  uhieli  )x>ui1  liet  iu  the  puraUel  of  itl  Ml 
north  lutitude,  .-old  lieiwceii  Kii  and  llio  wr»t  longitude,  the  >aid  line 
blia'l  a^oijid  to  tiic  iioriii  aloni:  I'orlhuut  Chaiiiicl,  to  llie  point  where  it 
striu-^.*"!  north  latitude. 

I'ari  of  the  territory  the  Kiidson's  Day  Coiiipan;  mils  from  Kussia  is  thus 
^outh  f  f  the  h<iuuilary  line. 

It  ai»i  eart,  therrl'ore,  to  this  Committer  that  you  reenimi-e  ns  HiiMian. 
U-rriti  ry  \\!iieli  is  Iuiaii*ii,  and  that  this  reeotrnitioii  may,  herrafter,  endaiiffrr 
our  sale  i.ioigation  ot"  Siiniisiin's  Ili\i'r.  Wo  sindi  feel  imieli  indehted  if  you 
can  relii  le  us  from  our  uu\iely  uu  this  |iiiiul,  aud  slio\i  u.s  that  our  tears  arc 
n;romHili  -^.  1  have,  tio., 

li.l;.  ."-ir  G.  Siinpsou,  C.  t'.  losa,  Sccrctarv. 

No.  i. 
UitHtith\  Hii</  Jfoffif,  IjfickiiH,  Oflttlitf  2>,  l^jS. 

Sir, — Ahsiuee  from  home  preMiited  ii.y  makinir  an  iiuinediate  ri-^dy  10 
your  b'llrr  of  the  13lh  August  last,  » herein  you  call  my  attruliou  to  one  of 
my  ri-[ilies  hi  tVire  the  House  ol'  (v'ouinious  (Jonnniltee  oa  Hudson  bay  Atfairs 
(S'o.  loiiSi,  iuuiiiel'  ■  incideiit:dly  iiieuliou  tliat  tbe  Uussiau  boundary  uu  the 
IVilii;  coHM  was  ui  i.uitude  ;>4  . 

It  il  !■»  iiiii  appear  to  iiie  that  .strict  accuracy  w.is  required  in  the  matter,  as 
ii.j  i.oiitf  ul  tlic  liuuudary  wa.s  simply  to  give  the  Coiumillcc  lui  idea  of  the 
extent  ol"  territory  we  leased  from  the  Uuseians.  No  jutiiginnrv  Inlenuitional 
lioundnry  is  pcrhafis  -o  ui-ll  kiiowu  on  this  continent  as  tiiat  of  Kusiiir  on  the 
Horth-wist  eoast,  in  eim;rt|uenre  of  tlie  extreire  party  in  tlie  Iniled  Slates 
liaviiit;  ehiiiurd  all  territory  on  that  coast  iiji  to  '\\  to',  at  l)ie  liine  of  the 
discussion  of  tbo  Oregon  Treaty,  It  became  a  |,opular  crv,  "  tifty-lour,  forlv, 
"or  light," 

It  isjiist  possible  I  may  likve  oiuiited  the  miKHfru  iu  my  ausiwcr  to  Ihu  Com- 


mittee ;  altliDugb  it  is,  I  tbiulc,  more  probable  tliat  the  short-hand  reporter  did 
«ot  catch  thcexncl  figures.  Whoever  may  h*  to  biatne,  1  trust  no  serious  conae- 
ipienccs  niav  arise  from  tlie  error,  inusiiiueh  as  the  huuudary  is  defined  bjr 
treaty,  and  lias  never,  to  inv  knovvledgc,  her  ;  culled  in  (jucstion  by  iilugloud, 
Ilussin,  the  United  States,  or  any  other  nut  on  interested  m  the  matter, 

Your  obeUiaut  Sarvtnt, 

Charles  Jones,  £sq.,  Secretary.  U,  SiHrsox. 

No.  3. 

£«»</»».  feb.  27,  1889. 

Sir,— Wc  have  the  Iiononr  to  acVnotrledge  jnar  letter  of  the  iSth  October, 
and  have  to  Ihanli  you  for  the  courtesy  with  which  you  have  treated  so 
captious  a  critioisni  as  that  which  you  attribute  to  na. 

Our  ohjcction,  however,  applies  oipially  to  your  atatement,  whethivr  it  rraa 
'■liial  tlio  lliuaiaii  boundary  ou  the  Pacific  ootat  waa  ui  latitude  S4°"  or 
j\   H)'. 

The  Uussian  boimdury,  as  defined  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Petersburg  (Feb,  iS, 
\^i'>),  never  louehes  llritish  laud  except  to  the  north  of  the  56tb  parallel.  It 
is  in  no  place  an  '  inmginnry"  or  geoeonlrio  hue,  but  is  first  an  arm  of  the 
sen,  anil  thru  a  line  toinetiines  less,  hut  never  more,  than  ten  marine  leagues 
fnini  Ihe  sen.  Yon  do  not  contradict  this  statement,  irsde  by  us  in  I'.io  form 
of  a  ipiotalion  from  the  Treatv,  and  vet  too  speak  as  if  the  actual  boundary 
wen  the  parallel  marked  5 1  'ill'. 

\t  e  are  lieu  ihlercil  by  this  controilictinn,  nad  can  exphiin  it  only  by  sup- 
posing that  villi  have  lakeu,  instead  of  the  Treaty,  the  popular  idea  of  it  widch 
jirevails  in  the  Ciiitetl  Stales, 

Our  alarm,  however,  was  excited,  not  by  your  mention  of  the  5i',  but  ot 
Port  Sinnisim.  The  land  near  fort  Simpsou  must  meaii  tbo  laud  on  tlio 
Hritish  side  of  Dixon's  Kniraiicc,  We  cannot  suppose  that  you  would  have 
thus  deseribed  any  of  the  territory  on  the  other  side, 

Wo  woiihl  ri  ipiesi  In  know  whether  any  part  of  fhfi  strip  vim  rent  from 
Kus  la  exiciids  to  the  south  or  east  of  I'ortiaiid  Choimel,  or  of  llie  arm  of  the 
se;i  uliieh  exleiiils  tlienre  westward  In  Dixon's  Kntraiiee,     I  enclose  a  ] 


on  tile  trnenmehineuls  undc  by  Kussia  on  tlie  British  territory  ou  the  ntirtH- 
west  eoast  of  America,  by  wliieh  you  will  see  the  dunffer  which  will  Ictve 
.'icerueil  I'rom  the  lease  of  (he  lluiUoii's  Itay  Company,  should  that  Ih'  as  you 
have  drserihed  it. 

1  have,  4c,, 
ll.li.  Sir  (i,  Simpson.  C.  F.  JoNis,  Sec. 

WITH  TiiR  rni.iixiAi.  orrici. 
No.  1. 
The  (oinmitlre  call  Ihe  ntlentiou  of  the  roloniid  iSecretary  ^August  31, 
Is.'isi  to  the  evidence  of  Sir  (i.  SiMi'siiN,  and  request  llul,  if  jHissibh',  he  will 
relieve  iheiii  Ironi  their  anxiety  and  show  them  tlutt  llictr  fears  an;  grouutUcss, 
No.  i. 
Mr,  II.  MkoIvau:   replies  (Oetoher  M,  that:  "in  dctcriliini;  the  poaitior. 
of  till-  lliissiaii   boundary,  Sir  Gkiikuk  SiMr.sOK  uses  the  words  *  ni  hititudc 
.'it   '  as  citniprisiiig  the  whnie  of  that  dci^rec  up  to  hbtitiidc  j.'i**,  which  Sir 
i:)owAun  BlLvvkii  LvnoN  apprehends  In  be  in  uccordaiu"!  with  the  usual 
laiiguuge." 

No.  3. 
The  Comniittoe  reply  (Oct.  It),  llmt  Sir  (iiotsi  SmrsoH  speaiit  of  the 
strip  rented  from  Utuisia  ns  beuiuuing  near  Fort  Simpson  ;  that  lort  Simpson 
Willi  the  land  near  it  is  separated  from  Kiissin  by  an  arm  of  liie  sea,  the 
boiuidury  iniiicaled  by  the  Tn.iiy.  Iu  order  to  Lniiw  whether  llrilish  teni- 
tory  has  been  recoguised  ns  Uiissijii,  they  request  to  know  "what  are  the 
terms  used  iu  the  lease  by  which  the  strip  of  land  is  deliueii  which  tbe  Uud- 
son's  l;ay  Coiti|)anv  rent  from  tju.*  Itussiiui  Aiurricaji  (^a^panv." 
No.  I. 

Sir—  With  reference  10  your  note  of  the  Ulb  ult.,  1  am  directed  liy  Secrc- 
iriry  Sir  1'!,  r»i  i.ivKU  l.rrtoN  to  .-lequaiiit  you  that  he  cannot  underlAkc  to 
supply  you  with  extracts,  or  with  dtserinlions  of  the  lenns  of  bases  held  hj 
the  Hudson's  Uay  t'oiiipany,  1  uni  furtlier  desired  to  state  that,  without  in- 
teivliiig  ,iiiy  ibscourtisy  to  yon,  us,  indi'cd,  the  previous  oorrcspomleuce  wdl 
leslifv,  Sir  K,  H,  LrrriiN  must  explain  that,  whUe  ready  to  give  any  informa- 
tion 111  his  jKiwer  to  individuals  whose  private  interests  arc  cniieeiued,  aud 
when  the  inquiry  is  ui:ide  for  occ^u>ii  luil  or  speein!  pur|>ose«,  he  considers  it  in- 
ron.sislenl  with  the  |iuhlic  uiterest,  and,  therrfore,  not  noinpulihie  with  his 
duly,  to  maintuiu  a  systematic  discussion  of  policy  with  private  persons  on  the 
resiiective  territorial  rights  of  this  and  ot'  foreign  n:,tioiis, 

1  uiu,  Sir,  your  obedient  Seivaul, 

f'harles  Jones,  Esq.  Caiuiabvox. 

No.  5. 
EXTO-VIT:—  A'o'cw'/T  ilt,  ISDS. 

The  stntenient  of  Sir  ttROBor,  Sivrsos  was  apparently  so  improbable  that 
we  should  not  have  ventured  to  bring  it  In  your  mjtice  had  it  been  mudo  by 
any  iilber  person.  Keeeiving  it  from  such  att  authority,  it  was  our  duty  tii  oh- 
tai'ii  from  von,  if  possible,  an  authorilative  contradiction,  and,  had  such  liceii 
possible,  we  cuiiuul  ilouht  that  you  would  have  given  it.  In  si>  duiiig  you 
Hduld  only  have  been  following  the  rule  laid  down  by  vourself  lu  u  hiUer  to 
the  .'Secretary  of  the  Staleyliridge  Committee,  to  give  nilurmutiou  in  all  eases 
where  it  is  "desirable  on  [inlilic grounds  that  no  niisconeeplioii  sliotdd  exist." 

Wcaie.  llirrrfrirf,  ilrisrii  in  il.e  mmeluiiioll  ihut  lh«  Hudsuii's  Itay  Conqiany 
have,  so  far  as  their  aqrei-mcnt  with  the  Kiissian  Kiir  Company  enn  effect  it, 
iimde  a  saerillee  of  llritish  territory,  and  that  the  idea  ofrcsistinn  an  iiulici- 
piited  Uussian  claim  is  so  cmlHimis:-int;  to  you  that  yon  wish  to  avoid  the  sub- 
ject. 1  have  the  honour  to  be,"  Sir, 

Vuur  obedient  Servant, 

llight  llou.  Sir  E.  U.  Lytlou,  -M.P.  C.  F.  Jonis,  beo. 


\ 
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LoHdtn,  Teb.  27, 1859. 
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C.  F.  JoNU,  Sec. 
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cut  .Servant, 

C.\lUiAllVON. 
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